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A DAY* S TRIP TO RIGI-KULM 

E, W. Bastln 

A naturalist finding himself in Luzern, a lakeside city in central Switzerland, with 
a day to spare, might do worse than take the trip, by ship and cog-railway, to the 
summit of Mount Rigi, (1,800 m,, or 5,905 ft,). On a mild, calm day at the end of 
May, I found the experience rewarding. We started across the Vierwaldstattersee just 
after 8:30 a.m., in sunshine, aboard the steamer "Gallia". 

There were many Swifts leaving and entering the mediaeval water tower that stands 
guard over the river-front of Luzern. Scanning them I saw that the majority were 
common, European Swifts, but that a few were larger, with white underparts crossed 
by a dark band at the breast; this was my first identification of the Alpine Swift, 
a species confined mainly to southern Europe. Mute Swans escorted us from the dock, 
as did several Black-headed Gulls. 

Our Crossing to Vitznau took nearly an hour, and afforded opportunities for birding. 
At least six Herons were seen in the shallows near shore. These appear strikingly 
similar in size and colouration to our Great Blue Heron, but belong to a distinct 
species, Ardea cinerea . Buzzards circled lazily overhead at intervals , looking dark 
and sinister by contrast with the buoyant Gulls, A real thrill came near Weggis, 
however, when a Black Kite appeared and passed over the vessel. This skilled 
aerialist and glider, whose range is chiefly southern and central Europe, is re¬ 
cognized by unmerked, dusky colouration and longish, notched tail, which it uses 
often as a rudder for its frequent gliding. 

As our ship docked at Vitznau I was interested to see several nests of House Martins, 
built of mud plastered on the rafters of a shed, being tended busily by adult birds. 
It was impossible to ascertain their contents but it seemed likely that eggs and 
perhaps young were present, from the activities of the adults. The bird is a hand¬ 
some, metallic-blue Swallow with pure, white underparts and rump, having a moderate¬ 
ly forked tail. 

A red and gold train of two cars, with electric locomotive pushing at its rear, took 
us from Vitznau to Rigi-Kulm. It handled the steep grades quietly and efficiently, 
furnishing yet another proof, were any needed, of the high quality of Swiss engin¬ 
eering. Among the many passengers were several in breeches and hiking-shorts, with 
rucksacks on their backs and often with a sturdy walking-stick. 

After a few minutes, above the two-thousand-foot level, we were out of the forest 
and into colourful Alpine meadows. They were a riot of colour, and quickly one 
recognized such familiar plants as Daisies, Buttercups, Dandelions and Marsh 
Marigolds, Then my eyes began to detect the less common, less well-known flowers; 

I saw a few, scattered plants of the lovely Early Purple Orchis, while here and 
there I glimpsed the tiny, deep-blue rosettes of Spring Gentian, Among the taller 
Goats-beard were visible the pale, yellow blossoms of Alpine Primrose, 

During a short halt at Rigi-Kaltbad a wild hare crossed our track, a little up the 
line from the tiny station; in the same moment my neighbour drew my attention to a 
Blue-headed Wagtail that was surveying us from a low stone wall, tail switching up 
and down rythmically. 

From the terminus of the Rigi-bahn it was an uphill walk of five minutes, on a good 
path, to the summit or Kulm. There are a beacon-light and a transmission-tower of 
some kind, besides a few wooden benches. But, in the sunshine, there was an absolute¬ 
ly unforgettable view, to the south, of the Bernese Oberland. Many of the well-known 

Cont’d 
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A DAY'S TRIP TO RIGI-KULM (Cont'd.) 

snow-capped peaks could be identified, among them the Wetterhorn, the sinister Eiger 
and the graceful, symmetrical Jungfrau, towering to its apex at almost 13,700 feet. 

Among the Colt*s-foot, common at the Kulm, X found another delicate, stemless, bell- 
flowered Gentian, tentatively identified as Gentiana acaulis . There were a few 
Anemones, very low, with white petals tinged with blue-purple below, and surprisingly 
in so well-drained a situation, a few, isolated clumps of Marsh Marigold. 

Not much wildlife was present on the rocky peak. One or two Chaffinches sang 
spiritedly from low perches, and I glimpsed a tiny, chocolate-furred, vole-like 
mammal, darting among the Colt*s-foot. An Alpine Chough flew in, walked about for a 
minute or two, then departed. 

After I had spent nearly an hour up there, mist began drifting in, deepening until 
the visibility was no more than twenty-five feet. The temperature fell markedly. 

It was noon, so I headed downhill for the caf& near the station, where I found 
comfort in a generous plate of Schweinswurstli mit Kartoffel-salat und eine Flasche 
Rotwein. 

Our return trip offered opportunities for confirmation of some earlier, avian 
observations, and brought one added bonus. In a reedy bay near Luzern I saw, with 
delight, my first Great Crested Grebes — a few pairs of them in the shallows near 
shore. This is a colourful species, with white neck and body, dark back, black c„c,-, 
crests, (or horns), and a reddish frill at the throat. It is the largest Grebe on 
the European list. From the deck, through binoculars, I watched them carrying -- 
and dragging -- nesting materials to the spots selected for construction, among the 
reeds of the lake's edge. 

It was a very satisfying ending to a most interesting day in the field. The beauty 
of central Switzerland's lakes and mountains lingers long in the memory, 


SAW-WHET OWL RECORDS ARE VALUABLE 

Paul M, Catling and John G. Woods, university students of biology, are presently 
studying Saw-whet and Boreal (Richardson's) Owls in Southern Ontario. They are 
particularly interested in the distribution and movements of wintering individuals, 
and would appreciate being notified of any winter occurrence of these species you 
may have discovered. 

Write : Paul M. Catling, 

Apt. 13, 

2368 Queen St. E., 

Toronto 260, Ontario. 


Did you know that.... " Florida turkeys have been wired for sound" ? 

According to the Winnipeg Free Press,"April 17, 1968, the Florida Game Commission 
put small radio transmitters on more than two dozen wild turkeys to study their 
migratory habits and wildlife officers equipped with receivers track the turkeys 
night and day. Officers tramp through woods and swamps around the western shores 
of Lake Okeechobee where the turkeys were released. 
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REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS OF NORFOLK COUNTY 

Monroe Landon 

Spiny Soft Shelled Turtle - Inhabit deep water toward lighthouse north of Long 
Point Island. A swift graceful swimmer, quite savage. Can strike like a snake. 

Long neck. Both carapace and plastron soft like harness leather* Plastron so 
tender, turtle avoids rough surfaces that would injure it. Female deposits eggs 
in early summer in sand back of sandy beach, burying herself several inches with 
only head exposed for several days and letting sand cover eggs when she leaves. 
Distinguished by spiny tubercles at rear of carapace. Reaches 14 inches in size. 
Often captured in fishermen's nets. 

Snapping Turtle - Another large turtle which can live indefinitely without coining 
out of water onto log or land. Largest of our turtles and so powerful as to easily 
snap off a person's fingers. They can strike so rapidly and their long neck allows 
them to reach so far that the only safe way to handle them is by the tail, holding 
turtle well away from your body. Eggs are similar to soft shelled turtle's - round 
hard, 1-1/8 inches diam. Reaches growth of 15 inches, tail as long as body, spiny, 

3 spines on carapace. 

Musk Turtle - Small turtle, 3-4 inches, seldom seen. Likes bottom of sluggish 
streams. Sometimes caught on fish lines and then emits musky, not very disagree¬ 
able odour. Dark olive or brown shell, two bright yellow stripes on each side of 
head. Like most turtles, scavengers, mostly camiverous. 

Painted Turtle - Chrysenys picta - Our common pond turtle 4-5 inches, very pretty, 
carapace unnotched, dark olive with marginal shields bordered above and below with 
crimson marks. Head black striped with yellow. Feeds on aquatic insects, tadpoles, 
fish and water plants. 

Map Turtle - 8-10 inches. Carapace flat and flaring at rear margin where shields 
are separated by notches.Dull olive - underside of marginal shield of carapace is 
yellow with concentric markings like a map. Plastron yellow. Head dark with many 
narrow parallel yellowish lines. Triangular spot behind eye. Tail brightly striped 
with yellow. 

Spotted Turtle - Smooth, flat oval shell - 3-4 inches, found in woods ponds. Upper 
shell black with numerous round, yellow spots. Lower shell black with patches of 
faded yellow. Feeds on insects, dead fish and water plants. 

Wood Tortoise - Found south of Lake Erie and possibly north of us but not report¬ 
ed in Norfolk, Seldom found in water. Frequents damp woods and swamps. Feeds on 
insects, berries and tender vegetation. Upper shell dull brown with concentric 
rings. Plastron yellow with large black patch on each shield. 

Blandings Turtle - Semi-box turtle - 7-8 inches. Carapace black with numerous 
yellow or whitish spots. Plastron yellow centre stripe and large black blotches 
on each shield. Found equally on land or in water; feeds on insects and vegetables. 
If not too fat it can close forward half of plastron like a box turtle, the 
plastron being jointed transversely. 

Five Lined Sklnk - Blue tailed skink being young form - 4-5 inches. Scorpion or 
Red Headed Lizard being mature form - 5-7 inches. Very swift, tail easily dis¬ 
membered, goes on wiggling - animal groes new stub. Feeds in daytime on insects. 
Female curls body about 3-4 eggs until nearly hatched. This is our only lizard¬ 
like scaled reptile 


Con't. . . 
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REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS OF NORFOLK COUNTY (Con't) 

Mud Puppy - Necturus raaculosus (proteideae) - Our largest salamander. Reaches a 
foot in length. Brownish or olive with several rows of roundish dark spots. Keeps 
its external gills throughout life. Lives in lakes and streams. Most active at 
night. Eats water insects, small fish, etc. All amphibians (salamanders, toads, 
frogs, etc, ) hatch from eggs, go through aquatic stage (tadpoles) before becoming 
terrestrial. All reptiles and amphibians are cold blooded. 

Newt - Triturus viridescens - Length about 4 inches. Body somewhat compressed, 
tail much compressed with a well developed fin, especially in males. Skin finely 
wrinkled.A pair of ridges on top of head converging on snout. Adults are aquatic 
in summer in Southern Ontario, frequenting ponds and weedy bays, but leave the 
water at the end of summer to hibernate on land. Adults in water are green, olive 
or brownish above, abruptly yellow beneath and marked-all over with small black 
spots. A row of black margined Vermillion spots along each side of back. After 
leaving water at the end of summer the colour becomes paler and more yellowish 
or reddish. In the immature terrestrial form the colour is rich orange or Ver¬ 
million and small black spots are usually absent. 

Jefferson’s Salamander - Ambystoma jeffersonianum - 6-7 inches. No ridges; on head 
not swollen at parotid region. Costal grooves usually twelve, toes slender, tail 
compressed. Colour - bluish or brownish black above, paler beneath, sides usually 
with pale speckles becoming fainter with age. Frequents damp shady places such as 
under old logs in woods except during breeding season when they flock to ponds in 
early April to lay eggs in small clumps of jelly attached to submerged twigs or 
grasses. Eggs hatch in 15-18 days. Food - insects, worms, etc. 

Spotted Salamander - Ambystoma maculatum - Length 6-7 inches. Rather stout, head 
broad and rounded,' Swollen at parotid region. Costal grooves usually 11. Toes 
wider and somewhat flattened. Tail compressed. Colour - black or bluish above, 
paler beneath. A row of rounded yellow spots along each side of head, body and 
tail and a few spots on limbs. Similar habits to Jefferson's but spawns a few days 
later and eggs are laid in large instead of small jelly masses. 

Tiger Salamander - Ambystoma tyrinum - one specimen at Point Pelee. 7-9 inches. 
Costal grooves 12. Dark horny tipped toes. Grayish to yellowish olive changing to 
yellow on side and ventrally. Spotted, marbled or striped with black. Terrestrial 
habits. 

Four Toed Salamander - Hemidaetylium scatatum - 3 inches, head broad, muzzle 
obtuse, body stoutish, costal grooves 13. Tail slightly compressed, well marked 
constriction at base, hind foot with only 4 toes. Reddish to greyish brown above, 
belly snow white with small black spots. Frequents sphagnum bogs. Eggs laid in 
May in loose bundles from 20 to 50 in damp sphagnum near pools about 6 inches 
above water. 

Red Backed Salamander - Plethodon cinereus - 4 inches - slender and long. Head 
narrow, tail cylindrical, 5 toes on hind foot. 17-19 costal grooves. Two colour 
phases. Colour, dark brown or blackish or with broad red (occasionally dull yellow) 
stripe down back from head to middle or end of tail. Strictly terrestrial, rotting 
coniferous logs. > 

Two Lined Salamander - Eurycia bislimiata - 4 inches - Yellowish, Costal grooves 14 
tail compressed. Mostly aquqtic. 


Con't. . . 



19 


REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS OF NORFOLK COUNTY (Con't) 

Salienta - Frogs and toads lay eggs in masses of jelly in water. These hatch into 
tadpoles until lungs and legs develop. Toads particularly, and frogs slightly, 
have poison secreting glands. Poison does affect snakes. Sickens dogs. Smarts the 
eye,Does not cause warts. Skunk rolls toad in dust before eating, 

Urodela - Salamanders and newts also lay eggs and form tadpoles, but these usually 
have external gills which persist in the mud puppy. Tadpoles can regenerate tails 
or limbs completely when bitten off, but this power is largely lost in frog stage. 
Toads and frogs equipped with air pouches, internal or external. Males do most of 
talking - single notes - short or prolonged, rapid succession or otherwise, Amer. 
toad very long note, Pickering short, Versicolour trilled. Ability to change color 
due to pigmentspreading or contracting. Bright light or heat causes contracting 
and lighter colour. 

American Toad - Bufo americanus - Sweet tremulous calls usually attributed to 
frogs. Heard in May, edges of ponds. Frequent water April to July. Lay small eggs 
in single row, cylindrical jelly mass. Hatch to tadpoles in 4 days. In a week’s ■ 
time they have lost their gill appendages and are little black wiggling polliwogs 
feeding on small green plant life. 4-6 week old tadpole, 1 inch long, by the time 
tail is absorbed the young toad is less than 1/2 inch. In another 6 weeks they may 
be 1 inch long and ready to trek over land in moist weather, 3-4 years old before 
breeding. Live 3-4 years. Catch flies. Sticky tongue fringed in front. Sheds skin 
and swallows it. Soaks in water. Estimated that a toad will eat 10,000 injurious 
insects in 3 months- 2,000 being cutworms. Br-u-u-u-u-u-u-u up, loud long trill 
slightly higher pitched than H, versicolour. 

Toad - Bufo lentigenosis - Southern Toad. 

Fowlers Toad - Bufo Fowleri Putnam - Smaller, lighter and greyer colour - Spotted. 
Loud harsh note, June-July. 

Tree Toad - Hyla versicolour - 2 inches, green, brown and grey. Eggs attached in 
small groups or singly to grasses or plant stems at surface of water. Hatch in 
3 days, tadpoles 1/4 inch long. Br r r r r Upp - strong even trill shorter than 
American Toad. Sings from May on. 

Spring Peeper - Hyla crucifera - Pickerings 1 inch - light fawn to dark brown. 
Characteristic cross mark on back. Along marsh edge in spring. Summers on ground 
in woods. Whee ee ee eep - rising vjhistle pe-ep pe-ep pe-ep. Sing from March to 
May and again in fall. 

Swamp Tree Frog - Pseudacres triseriata - Chorophelus nigritus - Black to fawn 
colour, salmon or red. 1 inch long. Inhabit marshy land throughout season. Sings 
same time as peeper, longer, lower pitched, more guttural, rising note tr r r upp. 

Common Bullfrog - Rana catesbiana - green to greenish brown 6-7 inches sometimes 
spotted indistinctly, appears late May, keeps to home water, 2 years for tadpoles 
to develop into frogs - tadpole with legs may be 7 Inches to end of tail. 

Green Frog - Rana calmtans - metallic green head and shoulders, dusky olive post¬ 
eriorly, throat of male orange yellow, female white with dark spots. 3-5 inches, 
appears soon after Redwing Blackbird. Eggs laid in April. Three calls - a high 
pitched, leaping scream - water call, a low pitched nasal chee-n-ng - explosive, 
prolonged, low pitched croak repeated 5-6 times like heavy shears cutting cloth 
on table. 


Con't, . . 
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REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS OF NORFOLK COUNTY (Cont.) 

Pickerel frog - Rana palustris - Brown with two rows conspicuous squarish spots on 
back and two rows smaller spots on each side. Flash of orange under back legs when 
leaping. 2-31/2 inches. Lives on land more than in water. Purring. In May when 
blue flags are in bloom a prolonged note like tearing resisting cloth. 

Leopard Frog - Rana pipiens - Green, Grey or brown, two irregular rows of roundish 
dark spots between the yellowish or bronze lateral folds and two still more ir- 
regularrows of spots on each side. Underparts white or sometimes yellowish. 3 1/2 
inches. Lives on land more than in water. Among the first frogs in spring, most 
common frog. Bluebird time. Eats many grasshoppers. Low pitched, throaty, vibrant 
snoring croak. 

Wood Frog - Rana sylvatica - Eastern Wood Frog. Rana cantabrigiensis - Northern 
Wood Frog. Likely to be both in Norfolk. Eastern has long legs, twice length of 
head and body. Beautiful colour, dark brown or fawn with dark patch by ear. 2-3 
inches. Earliest of spring frogs (February or March), land frog where pyrola groes 
in pine or oak. Lay eggs in wood pools in February or March, Croak only in breeding 
season. Hoarse, low pitched like quacking of duck. 

Fox Snake - Wamper - Red headed Coluber - Coluber vulpinus - Stoutest of the 
Colubers, grow up to 6 feet, usually about 3 1/2. Pale brown with series of large 
rich brown blotches on back and a series of smaller alternating blotches on sides. 
When handled roughly they emit a strong smelling secretion x^hich smells like a 
fox - cucumbers. Feed mostly on mice etc. Will eat birds and eggs. Lays about a 
dozen eggs in a rotten stump. Eggs will absorb moisture and increase a third in 
size. Eggs adhere in a cluster, start to hatch in 7-8 weeks. Mimic a rattlesnake by 
vibrating tail in leaves. 

Pilot Black Snake - Coluber obseletus - Elaphe obseleta obseleta - Another Coluber 
found occasionally in Walsingham and Houghton usually 5 feet long, shiny black 
above, x$hite throat, skin and edge of scales white or bright red. Habits of Fox 
Snake but prefers drier ground, very swift. Distinguish from Black Garter by 225 
or more scales from chin to vent - Black Garter has 175 or less.Scales are peeled 
and polished, 

Massasauga Snake - Sistrurus catenatus - Found in Norfolk, 2 to 2 1/2 feet long, 
very short fangs, seldom dangerous but very poisonous. Frequents swampy land. 

Ribbon Snake - Thamnophis sauritus - Eutania saureta - Dark brown with 3 yellow 
stripes, one on each side. Usually 1 1/2 to 2 feet, harmless, timid, beneficial, 
feeds on small frogs, tadpoles, salamanders. Very long and slim. 

Common Garter Snake - Thamnophis sertalis - Coloured like ribbon snake but side 
stripes are 2nd and 3rd row of scales above abdominal plates. Often shiny black, 
scrappy - Small frogs, worms etc. 

Red Bellied Snake - Storeria occipita maculata - Very pretty little snake, brown 
above, brilliant red below, yellow spot immediately behind head and smaller spot 
on each side. These spots are good identification marks. Seldom more than 10 ins. 
long. Hides under stones, logs or loose earth. Feeds on grubs, slop, worms. 

De Kays Brown Snake - Storeria de kayi - greyish brown with paler streak on back, 
bordered on each side with black dots, pinkish beneath. Food and habits of the 
Red Bellied Snake. Slightly longer, up to 12 inches, 

Con't, . , 
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REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS OF NORFOLK COUNTY (Con't) 

Smooth Scaled Green Snake - Grass Snake - Liopeltis vernalis - Scales smooth, 
satiny green, lighter below, 15-18 inches average. Likes tangled grass and bushes 
rather open situations. Feeds on insects - spiders, grasshoppers, prefers smooth 
green caterpillars. Very timid and inoffensive so that a brave man with a stout 
club may overcome it. 

Ring Necked Snake - Diadophis punctatus - Pretty, slender rare species about 12-15 
inches long. Dark grey above with bright yellow ring around neck next to head, 
secretive habits, frequents woodlands. Hides under bark or stones, eats all sorts 
of insects etc. 

Milk Snake - Ophibolus doliatus triangulus - Lampropeltis triangulum triangulum - 
Attains a length of 3 feet. Grey above with a series of large chestnut or olive 
brown saddles on back. These narrowly bordered with black. The blotches extend 
down the sides to the fifth row of scales above the abdominal plates. A series of 
smaller blotches on the side alternate with the large black blotches. A triangular 
pale patch on the large blotch over the neck distinguishes the species. Half grotm 
specimens usually possess rich crimson blotches. Never known to touch milk as a 
food. Its capacity would be about 2 teaspoonsful - secretive habits, feeds on small 
rodents and lizards. Very beneficial. 

Queen Snake - Natrix septemvitta - Resembles a large , coarse, dull coloured 
garter snake. It is rare here. A snake that spends most of its life in the water 
or on over-hanging boughs. Two feet or more long. Dark brown above with three 
narrow indistinct black stripes on back and a bright yellow stripe on 1st and 2nd 
rows of scales on sides. Abdomen is yellow with two dark brown stripes in centre. 

By creeks. 

Common Water Snake - Natrix sipedon - "Moccasin” - Common black snake of the 
streams, from 2-4 feet long. Pale brownish crossed by wavy dark brown bands, much 
broader on back,toward the tail,these bands become blotches. A series down back 
and alternate series on sides. Young are pale grey with jet black cross bands. 

The abdomen is brilliantly spotted with red and black. When the snake cannot 
escape it will put up quite a fight and will flatten itself and strike at every 
moving object within reach. They feed almost entirely on fish. 

Hog Nosed Snake - Blowing Adder - Heteradon platyrhenius - Thick bodied, pugnacious 
looking snakes of about 2-3 feet long, having a peculiar upturned nose. They have 
the ability to, and habit of, dilating the neck in a manner similar to the cobras 
of the Old World and when thus excited hiss continuously. They are entirely harm¬ 
less even though they are equipped with two fang-like teeth which they use to hold 
their prey. They are yellow, brown or reddish with irregular darker patches which 
become half rings near tail. Young specimens are beautifully marked. A unique trick 
of this snake is to turn on its back and feign death and if it is turned on its 
belly it will turn on its back again. It cannot be induced to bite. They feed 
mostly on toads with an occasional frog and are usually found in hot dry areas. 
Often in cornfields. 
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CLUB ACTIVITIES 

IMPORTANT IMPORTANT 

Monthly Meeting - Wednesday October 15 

We regret that owing to a double booking at the Royal Botanical Gardens it will 
not be possible to hold this meeting at the Headquarters building as announced. 

The meeting will be held instead at the Nature Interpretive Centre located at the 
entrance to the Arboretum on the Old Guelph Road. The meeting will commence at 
8:00 PM. 

Dr. Martin Edwards, an expert on the birds of the Caribbean,will show some of his 
outstanding slides of this area.His program is entitled "From Canada to the 
Caribbean". 


Field Trips 

Thanksgiving Weekend Camp - October 10 - 13 

If you intend to attend this year and have not yet made application, please 
contact Mrs, Joan Allingham at 634-5924. Accomodation is limited. 

Sunday October 26 

Once again Mr. Bob Bateman will lead his popular hike to explore the caves on 
Mount Nemo. The time is 9:30 AM, and the meeting place is the M.M Robinson High 
School in Burlington. To get there, take QEW East toward Toronto and exit at 
Highway 2 j North. The school is about a mile north of the interchange. Dress 
warmly and wear waterproof shoes. This is an all day trip, so bring lunch. 


Audubon Screens Tours - Monday October 6 

Ihis month sees the first in this seasons program of nature films sponsored by 
The Hamilton Naturalists Club and the Royal Botanical Gardens. Tickets are now 
available from The Hamilton Naturalist's Club, P.0. Box 384, Hamilton or from 
the Royal Botanical Gardens, P.0, Box 399, Hamilton, Season tickets are $4.00 each 
for single admission and $7,00 for family admission. Avoid the first night rush 
by buying your ticket now. The lectures will be held in the auditorium of the 
Scott Park Secondary School on King Street East. 

"The Living Jungle" by Robert C.Hermes 

Having explored the American Tropics for ten years. Bob Hermes now reveals on 
colour film some of the secrets of the jungle. High-powered lenses transport the 
viewer from a close look at jewel-like birds at the very top of the tropical 
canopy, to scenes of six foot iguanas battling on the dense jungle floor. Not 
included are mosquitos and the stifling heat. Here is a show you wont want to miss. 


JUNIOR CLUB 


Field Trip - Sept. 13 - Mr, Wenzel was out of town on this day, and although a 
number of Juniors turned up, his substitute leader did not. The hike was therefore 
cancelled, Alan Wormington and Rodney Boyce did their own scouting along the north 
shore of the marsh, turning up : Red Breasted Nuthatch:^ Osprey, Great Blue Heron, 
Semipalmated and Least Sandpipers, Pine Warbler, Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, 
Marsh Hawk, Blue and Green Winged Teal and a flock of hawks, probably Sharp Shinned 
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NEW NATURE BOOKS 


in 

ARTS and SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The unique wild-life of Australia is naturally of extraordinary interest to 
scientists, naturalists and photographers, resulting in many exceptionally beauti¬ 
ful illustrated books focussing on this continent. Typical of these is Marsupials 
and Monotremes of Australia by Gordon Lyne, a book on Australian fauna which is 
outstanding for the detail and accuracy of the illustrations. The most primitive 
of all the mammals, the monotremes or egg-laying mammals are entirely confined to 
Australia and nearby islands. Four Legged Australians by Dr, Bernhard Grzimek is 
also notable for its photography which is interspersed between sections on the 
kangaroo, the first discovery of the bird of paradise and the hazardous journeys 
of the early Australian explorers. A third photographic account of the mammals, 
reptiles and amphibians of ’’down under" is Animals of Eastern Australia by Stan 
and Kay Breeden. 

Window to Bushland is a guide to the animals of Australia by Dr. Allen Keast, and 
has been written to fill the need for a concise book on Australian animals. Care 
has been taken to include information needed by nature study and biology teachers 
and to see that all material is completely up to date. Again one of the great 
attractions of the book is undoubtedly the large number of first-class photographs 
found on almost half its pages. 

Not a photographer’s favourite subject, but part of the nature scene in Australia 
is the wild dog or dingo. The Way of a Dingo by Sid Wright tells a fictional 
account of the constant conflict between this wild animal and man, interwove*) 
with details of dingo lore acquired over many years of observation. The reader 
will share the author's admiration and respect for this inhabitant of the 
Australian bush and his concern for its preservation in a suitable environment. 

The best Australian nature writing has been selected by Alec H, Chisholm for 
Land of Wonder . The aim of the anthology is to bring together the works of the 
leading Australian nature writers with some excerpts from the works of novelists 
and observers from overseas on the Australian scene. All aspects of Australian 
flora and fauna have been covered and illustrated with drawings on silk by 
Margaret Coen. 

M.Ziegler 


FROM THE PAIUTE INDIANS comes a poetic legend about the creation of birds. Long 
ago the Great Spirit was sad when the autumn wind blew the colourful leaves off 
the trees to wither and die. He gave the colour of the leaves to the somber birds. 

The canary took the yellow of the willow, the robin carried the brown and red of 
the oak leaf, and the redbird flaunted the brilliant colour of the maple. There 
was nothing left for the drab bluebird. 

Ashamed of his dull outfit, this bird found a small hole high in the sky and 
darted through to build its nest on the other side. The blue of the sky brushed 
off on the bird, leaving it forever the colour of the heavens. 

—Mary Belle Grant, Denver Museum of Natural History 







